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SUB J : SOVIET DIPLOMATIC POLLING ON VIETNAM 

L A FRENCH JOURNALIST TOLD THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR JANUARY 24 
THAT MOSCOW HAD A FEW MONTHS AGO ASKED SOME 30 TO 35 OF ITS 
DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS TO TAKE LOCAL POLLS ON TWO TOPICS. THEY 
WERE: THE SURVIVABILITY OF THIEU AS PRESIDENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM, 
AND THE LIKELIHOOD OF AMERICAN MILITARY RESPONSE TO STEPPED-UP 
FIGHTING THERE. THE CANVASSING APPARENTLY RESULTED IN THE 
JUDGMENT THAT THIEU WAS TOTTERING; AND THAT THE U.S., WITH 
NO FURTHER TROOP PRESENCE IN SOUTH VIETNAM, WAS INDIFFERENT 
TO ITS FATE. IN ANY EVENT, THE U.S. WOULD NOT USE ITS THAI AND 
SEA-BASED AIRCRAFT IN RETALIATION FOR STEPPED UP NORTH VIET- 
NAMESE MILITARY ACTION IN THE SOUTH. 

2. THE SOVIETS THEN INCREASED THEIR MILITARY AID TO NORTH 
VIETNAM, NOT INCIDENTALLY TO BE ONE UP ON THE CHINESE. HANOI 
ATTACKED PHOUC LONG PROVINCE, AMONG OTHER TARGETS IN SOUTH 
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ERROR OF JUDGMENT. BOTH MOSCOW AND HANOI ARE SURPRISED TO 
SEE THIEU HOLDING ON, AND, ALTHOUGH THE U.S. AIR FORCE REMAINS 
LEASHED, THEY ARE ALSO WITNESSING PRESIDENT FORD ASKING CON- 
GRESS FOR A SUPPLEMENTAL MILITARY AID APPROPRIATION FOR SOUTH 

VIETNAM. 

3. COMMENT: THE JOURNALIST, WHO LIVED TWO YEARS IN HANOI, 

EMERGED FROM THAT EXPERIENCE NO LONGER CONVINCED OF THE PURITY 
OF NORTH VIETNAMESE MOTIVES IN INDOCHINA. HE MAINTAINS CONTACTS, 

HOWEVER, WITH SEVERAL COMMUNIST SOURCES WHO LOOK ON HIM AS 
ONE OF THE CONVERTED. HE RETAINS A HEALTHY FRENCH SKEPTICISM 
ABOUT MANY POLITICAL TOPICS, BUT PARTICULARLY REALIZES THE CONSTANT 
MISJUDGMENT THAT HANOI AND ITS PRINCPAL ALLY MAKE ABOUT ATTITUDES 
IN SOUTH VIETNAM AND IN THE UNITED STATES. 

KINTNER 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLLING STATIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION, MILITARY PLANS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 27 JAN 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BANGK001450 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750029-0296 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 975/newtext/tl 97501 19/aaaaaqly. tel 

Line Count: 77 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19 MAY 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <20 MAY 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOVIET DIPLOMATIC POLLING ON VIETNAM 
TAGS: PFOR, TH, VS, VN, US, (THIEU) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



